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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address • 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, how^ever, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- tf the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days v/ill be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period v\^ill apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to comnnunication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under £x parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) liZ is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration, 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1^7 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: aO accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fonn PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



30 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Applicant's amendment filed on March 4, 2004 has been fully considered by the 
Examiner but is not deemed persuasive. 

Applicant's amendments have overcome the grounds of rejection previously presented. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1, are rejected xmder 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over (USPN 
6,072,936 to Koyama) in view of (USPN 6,188,804 to Weldy et al.). 

In regards to claim 1 Koyama discloses an image data processing method comprising the 
steps of 

storing image data of a screen into memory means (column 9, lines 8-60); 

reading the image data from the memory means in a unit of block consisting of a 
predetermined number of pixels and processing the read image data in the unit of block (e.g., the 
raster block converting unit; column 9, line 61 - column 10, line 26); and 

when the image data is read in the unit of block consisting of the predetermined number 
of pixels and the read image data is short of the unit of block, conpensating for a short amount 
thereof by adding to an end side of the image data dummy data (e.g., column 9, line 66 - column 
10, line 26). 

Examiner notes that Koyama does not disclose nor preclude that the dummy data is a 
repeated reading of the image data on that end side. Weldy et al, herein Weldy, discloses 
padding image edges with replicated edge values so as to enable a mathematical computation to 
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extend to the edge of the image data (column 4, lines 55-58). Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have made Koyama's 
dummy data replicated edge values since that is the usual practice as disclosed by Weldy. 

In regards to claim 3 see Examiner's notes on the rejection of claim 1 . Note that Koyama 
discloses performing a DCT on the block data to compress the image data into JPEG format. 
Further note that the format setting means is the setting between the low, medium, and high 
resolution images. 

In regards to claim 5 see Examiners notes on the rejections above. 

In regards to claims 6 and 7 Examiner notes that it is extremely well known in the art to 
provide image compression using the JPEG standard in digital cameras wherein one skilled in 
the art at the time of the invention would clearly recognize to place this processing technique in a 
camera in order to enable complete compression of image data at multiple resolutions. Official 
notice is taken. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have placed the image processing technique in a digital camera in order 
to enable complete compression of image data at multiple resolutions. 

Claims 2, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over (USPN 
6,072,936 to Koyama) in view of (USPN 6,188,804 to Weldy et al.) in view of (USPN 5,369,447 
to Soloff). 

In regards to claim 2 neither Koyama nor Weldy discloses that when the short amount of 
the image data is an amount of a plurality of pixels, the short amount thereof is compensated for 
by repeatedly adding image data on each of both end sides of the image only the number of times 
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which is almost the same with respect to each other. Soloff discloses the known technique of 
extending image data called end extension as shown in Fig. 2 wherein this reduces edge 
distortion (column 2, lines 37-42). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to have added image data on each of both end sides of the 
image only the number of times which is almost the same with respect to each other in order to 
reduce edge distortion. 

In regards to claim 4 see Examiner's notes on the rejection of claims 2 and 3. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian C. Genco who can be reached by phone at 703-305-7881 or 
by fax at 703-746-8325. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8:30am 
to 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on 703-308-9644. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the customer service office whose telephone number is 703-308-4357. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
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applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Brian C Genco 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2615 

March 18, 2004 
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